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DETAILED ACTION 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention w;is patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1,2, 18, 20, 39, 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Jespersen (WO 93/02634: Ref cited on IDS filed 18 September 2006). The reference to 
Jespersen discloses an apparatus for positioning an item in or near a natural orifice of a 
non-human animal, comprising: at least one resilient rod (3, Figure 1 of Jespersen) having a 
first portion (forward portion of 3 toward the front of the animal in Figure 1) adapted to the 
shape of part of the animal's body spaced from the orifice and a second portion (rearward 
portion of 3 to which holder 2 is attached) adapted to extend to or beyond the part of the 
animal's body in the region of the orifice; an anchoring arrangement (4, Figure 1) to anchor 
the rod (s) to said part of the animal's body spaced from the orifice; and a transverse cross 
member (5, Figure 1), which cross member is adapted in use to be biased into contact with 
the animal's body in the region of the natural orifice as a result of the resilience of the rod 
(s). Cross member 5 of Jespersen is considered to be "in the region of and "near" (both relative 
expressions) the rearward natural orifice of the sow. As to claim 39, the cross member 5 of 
Jespersen is deemed to be "connectable" — i.e., able to be connected — to a saddle-type 
arrangement on the sow's back, although admittedly one isn't shown. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jespersen in view 
of Goeckner (US 6,1 16,193). While the anchoring arrangement 4 of Jespersen does not include a 
harness member, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to employ the strap 14 of 
Goeckner with the anchoring arrangement 4 of Jespersen in order to predictably hold the 
anchoring arrangement more securely to the animal. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cole (US 
5,566,645). The Cole patent discloses an apparatus for positioning an item in or near a 
natural orifice of a non-human animal, comprising: at least one resilient rod (side members 
81, 82 in Figure 9 of Cole) having a first portion (that section of a side member overlain by 
reference numeral 83 in Figure 9 of Cole) adapted to the shape of part of the animal's body 
spaced from the orifice and a second portion (that portion of a side member to the right of bit 
80 in Figure 9) adapted to extend to or beyond the part of the animal's body in the region of 
the orifice; an anchoring arrangement (headstall 13 of Cole attached to the side members) to 
anchor the rod (s) to said part of the animal's body spaced from the orifice; and a 
transverse cross member (bit 80 of Cole), which cross member is adapted in use to be 
biased into contact with the animal's body in the region of the natural orifice as a result of 
the resilience of the rod (s) (pulling on the reins 62 would act through the resilience of the side 
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members to cause the bit to be in biased contact with the interior of the horse's mouth). As to 
claims 6, 7, elements 58, 59, 85, 86 of Cole cooperate to dispense fluid into the horse's mouth. 

Claims 1-42, 46 are objected to because of the following informalities: In claim 1, lines 
5, 8, and numerous dependent claims, each occurrence of the expression "rod(s)" should be 
changed to -at least one rod-. Throughout the claims, verbs used in conjunction with the 
expression the at least one rod should be singular (e.g., in claim 2, line 1, "has/have" should be 
changed to -has-). In claim 2, line 2, "it/they" should be changed to -it-; in claim 10, line 2, 
"substance(s)" should be changed to -substance-; in claim 15, line 4, "substance(s)" should be 
changed to -at least one substance-; in claim 29, line 3, "end(s) of the rod(s)" should be changed 
to -end of the at least one rod-; in claim 30, line 3, "substance(s)" should be changed - 
substances-; in claim 39, line 2, "portion(s) of the rod(s) is/are" should be changed to -portion of 
the at least one rod is-; in claim 46, line 3, "substance(s)" should be changed to -one or more 
substances-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claims 3-5, 8-17, 19, 21-37, 40, 42 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The patents to Ryan (US 976,303), Vanorio Jr. (US 2,136,032), and Hill (US 3,837,142) 
have been cited to provide additional examples of animal harness devices. 

/Rob Swiatek/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 
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